*   Under Section 360, Cr.P.C., when any person not under
twenty-one years of age is convicted of an offence punishable
with fine only or with imprisonment for a term of seven years
or less or when any person under twenty one years of age or
any woman is convicted of an offence not punishable with
death or imprisonment for life and no previous conviction is
proved against the offender, if it appears to the court, regard
being had to the age, character or antecedents of the offender
and to the circumstances in which the offence was committed,
that it is expedient that the offender should be released on
probation of good conduct, the court may, instead of sentencing

. him at once to any punishment, direct that he may be released
on his entering into a bond with or without sureties to appear
and receive sentence when called upon during such period,
not exceeding three years, as the court may direct and in the
meantime to keep peace and be of good behaviour.

60. Ramulamma is working as servant maid in the house of
Narasimha Rao, One day, the daughter of Narasimha Rao places
her gold chain on the table in her bed room and goes to the bath
room for taking bath. At that time, Ramulamma comes to sweep
the room of the daughter of Narasimha Rao and finds the gold
chain and takes it away. After completing her bath, the daughter
returns to the room and finds the gold chain missing. Then a
complaint is given in the police station suspecting the maid
servant, Ramulamma, The Police registers a case and during
investigation, the chain is recovered from the house of
Ramulamma. A case is filed against her and on her admission,
she is convicted by the court for the offence under Section 379,
I.P.C. As regards the sentence, when questioned, she stated that
she is a very poor lady, aged about 50 years and she is a widow
having three small children and as she is unable to give them
proper food, on seeing the chain in the room, she committed the
theft of the same and she ultimately requested the court to let her
off earlier and also stated that she did not commit any offence
earlier and assured the court that in future, she will not repeat the
same. Can the court let off the woman?

*   Yes. Under Section 360, Cr.P.C., when a woman is convicted
of an offence not punishable with death or imprisonment for
life and no previous convictions are proved against her, if it
appears to the court, regard being had to the age, character or
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